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The Legend of Hiram Abif (the Hiramic Legend) of the Master 
Mason degree is the new member’s baptism into the religion of 
Freemasonry.  Because there is no water involved, it is not easily 
recognized as such. 

 

During his initiation every candidate for 3rd Degree of 
Freemasonry (Master Mason Degree) plays the role of Hiram 
Abif, Grand Architect of King Solomon’s temple.  Hiram has a 
secret word and three ruffians kill him for not revealing it.  The 
ruffians bury Hiram who is later resurrected. 

 

The original “Death, Burial & Resurrection in the Masonic Lodge” 
was written by Duane Washum and presented by him as a 
lecture at an annual National Leadership Conference on Ministry 
to Masons and subsequently to other groups.  In 2010, Lora 
Brown asked Duane’s permission to use and modify this lecture 
to deliver at an Evangelical Ministries to New Religions 
conference.  That presentation, as well as this booklet, is Lora’s 
adaptation of Duane’s lecture.  It is being used with his full 
knowledge, permission and approval.  
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